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DECEMBER 24, 2022  –  CHRISTMAS EVE                                                     __________________                                      
Lighting of the Advent Candle 

Celebrant: We have prayed as we lit the first four candles on this Advent wreath.  We lit the first candle 
for hope.  The second candle for peace.   The third candle for joy.  The fourth candle for love.  We have 
listened to the words of prophets.  In the words we have sought to hear the Word of God.   
All:  We have heard the prophesies.  Now, with eyes wide open, ears attuned and hearts unguarded, we 
gather around the wreath one last time, longing to receive the Word within the words, watching for the light 
of the world.  
Celebrant:  This night these words are fulfilled in our hearing and in our living for the promise of God has 
come to us. 
All: Our lives are the manger in whom the Christ child is born.  No longer do we seek light from another 
source; now the light burns in our hearts and we become love’s lamp. 
Celebrant: So, we light the Christ candle at the center of our wreath and our faith.   We light it in the 
name of the One who is the light, and, as Mary did so long ago, we name this light Jesus. 
 
Prelude:             Noel X      By Louis Claude Daquin  

  
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
Please find your seats after Scriptures and prayers are completed. 

 
Opening Hymn (stand)             O Come, All Ye Faithful      Hymnal #83 
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Celebrant:  Blessed be God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:       And blessed be his kingdom, now and for ever.  Amen. 
 
Celebrant:  Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are hid:  
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy Name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
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 Celebrant:   The Lord be with you. 
People:        And also with you. 
Celebrant:    Let us pray. 
 
 
The Collect of the Day 
 
Almighty God, you have given your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon him, and to be born of a pure 
virgin: Grant that we, who have been born again and made your children by adoption and grace, may daily 
be renewed by your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with you and the same Spirit be 
honor and glory, now and for ever. Amen.  
 
 
The First Reading – Isaiah 52:7-10 
 
A Reading from the Book of Isaiah 
  
How beautiful upon the mountains 

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace, 
who brings good news, 

who announces salvation, 
who says to Zion, "Your God reigns." 

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, 
together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see 
the return of the LORD to Zion. 

Break forth together into singing, 
you ruins of Jerusalem; 

for the LORD has comforted his people, 
he has redeemed Jerusalem. 

The LORD has bared his holy arm 
before the eyes of all the nations; 

and all the ends of the earth shall see 
the salvation of our God. 

  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

Psalm –  98    4:00 pm 

 1 Sing to the LORD a new song, * 
for he has done marvelous things. 

2 With his right hand and his holy arm * 
has he won for himself the victory. 
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3 The LORD has made known his victory; * 
his righteousness has he openly shown in the sight of the nations. 

4 He remembers his mercy and faithfulness to the house of Israel, * 
and all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

5 Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; * 
lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

6 Sing to the LORD with the harp, * 
with the harp and the voice of song. 

7 With trumpets and the sound of the horn * 
shout with joy before the King, the LORD. 

8 Let the sea make a noise and all that is in it, * 
the lands and those who dwell therein. 

9 Let the rivers clap their hands, * 
and let the hills ring out with joy before the LORD, 
when he comes to judge the earth. 

10 In righteousness shall he judge the world * 
and the peoples with equity. 

 

Psalm –  98    9:00 pm 
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The Second Reading – Hebrews 1:1-4, (5-12) 

A Reading from the Epistle to the Hebrews    

Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the prophets, but in these last days he 
has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 
He is the reflection of God's glory and the exact imprint of God's very being, and he sustains all things by 
his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on 
high, having become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

[For to which of the angels did God ever say, 

"You are my Son; 
today I have begotten you"? 

Or again, 

"I will be his Father, 
and he will be my Son"? 

And again, when he brings the firstborn into the world, he says, 

"Let all God's angels worship him." 
Of the angels he says, 

"He makes his angels winds, 
and his servants flames of fire." 
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But of the Son he says, 

"Your throne, O God, is forever and ever, 
and the righteous scepter is the scepter of your kingdom. 

You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; 

therefore God, your God, has anointed you 
with the oil of gladness beyond your companions." 

And, 

"In the beginning, Lord, you founded the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands; 

they will perish, but you remain; 
they will all wear out like clothing; 

like a cloak you will roll them up, and like clothing they will be changed. 
But you are the same, 

and your years will never end."] 
  

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Sequence Hymn (stand)     O Little Town of Bethlehem    Hymnal #78 

(Please refer to the following page) 

The Gospel - John 1:1-14   

The reading from the Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to John. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 
beginning with God. All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into 
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. The 
true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. He 
came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the 
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
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And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
only son, full of grace and truth. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 
Sequence Hymn (stand)     O Little Town of Bethlehem    Hymnal #79 

 

 

 

 
 
The Sermon      Rev. John Rohde  W 
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The Nicene Creed 
 
We believe in one God,  
 the Father, the Almighty,  
 maker of heaven and earth,  
 of all that is seen and unseen.   
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,   
 the only Son of God, 
 eternally begotten of the Father,  
 God from God, Light from Light,  
 true God from true God,  
 begotten, not made,  
 of one Being with the Father.   
 Through him all things were made.   
 For us and for our salvation  
  he came down from heaven:  
 by the power of the Holy Spirit  
  he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,  
  and was made man.   
 For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  
  he suffered death and was buried.   
  On the third day he rose again  
   in accordance with the Scriptures;  
  he ascended into heaven  
   and is seated at the right hand of the Father.    
 He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  
  and his kingdom will have no end.   
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  
 who proceeds from the Father and the Son.   
 With the Father and the Son he is worshiped and glorified.   
 He has spoken through the Prophets.   
 We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.   
 We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.   
 We look for the resurrection of the dead,  
  and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 
The Prayers of the People   
 
The Lord God is both sun and shield; God will give grace and glory.  In the house of our God, let us pray; 
“Lord God of hosts, hear our prayer.” 

We give thanks for your Church, O God.  Bless it with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.  May 
we be made happy in the knowledge of the hope to which we are called. 

You are invited to add your own thanksgivings. 
Silence 
Lord God of hosts,         Hear our prayer. 
 



11 
 

In our parishes, we give thanks, O God for the people of All Saints' Episcopal Church in Fulton and their 
priest, the Rev. Dr. Leon Mozeliak, and the people of Zion Episcopal Church in Greene and their priest, the 
Very Rev. David Hanselman.  
In our Companion Diocese of El Salvador, we give thanks, O God for the people of San Juan Evangelista 
in San Salvador and their priests, the Very Rev. Luis Serrano and the Rev. Irma Alvarado.  
In The Episcopal Church, we give thanks, O God for the people of the Diocese of Colombia and their 
bishop, the Rt. Rev. Francisco José Duque Gómez.  
In the Anglican Communion, we give thanks, O God for the people of the Anglican Church of Melanesia 
and their prime bishop, the Most Rev. Leonard Dawea. 
 
Silence 
Lord God of hosts,         Hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for this nation, O God.  Give to our leaders a spirit of wisdom.  Deliver them from selfish 
ambition and give all the people a heart for your children, especially those little ones born into poverty. 
 
Silence 
Lord God of hosts,         Hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for your creation, O God.  Where there is desolation, bring froth springs of clean water.  
Where your creatures are without a place, may they find a place with you. 
 
Silence 
Lord God of hosts,         Hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for this city, O God.  Set us on a straight path where we shall not stumble.  Bring new life 
to languishing areas. 
 
Silence 
Lord God of hosts,         Hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for all those in our lives, O God.  We pray especially for those who know weeping and 
tears.  Turn their mourning into joy, comfort them and give them gladness for sorrow.  We especially 
remember Jim Schofield, Joan Wilcynski, Carol Sharp, Mary Borkoski, Doreen Henry, Jane Gardiner, Jean 
Gadsby, Edward Charles, Betty Baran, Lora Galloway, Lynn, Susan Johnson, Lucy, Bennie Duckett, 
Kristen Wilmot, Brian MacDavitt, Bob Rohde, Katie, Vincent Johns-Lee, Dan Rose, Robert and his family, 
the Shiner family, Kenny and his family, Gina, Father John, Scott Laird, Cheryl, Connie Boyd, Christopher, 
Lorrie and Ed Seward.   
 
You are invited to add your own petitions. 
Silence 
Lord God of hosts,         Hear our prayer. 
 
We give thanks for the saints at rest, O God.  Gather them into your great heavenly company.  May they 
enjoy forever the riches of your glorious inheritance among the saints. 
Silence 
Lord God of hosts,         Hear our prayer. 
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The Celebrant will add a suitable Collect 
   
Celebrant:   Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor 
 
Celebrant and People: 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 
Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, strengthen you 
in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in 
eternal life. Amen. 
 
The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you.      
And also with you. 
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The Great Thanksgiving: 
Eucharistic Prayer 

COMMUNION 
 All people who seek a deeper relationship with Jesus Christ 

are welcome to receive Holy Communion. 
  

Offertory Anthem:     From Heaven Above to Earth I Come    By J. S. Bach  
Arranged by Hal Hopson 

 
Offertory Hymn:  Angels We Have Heard on High     Hymnal #96 
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Presider: All things come of thee, O Lord 
People: And of thine own have we given thee 
 

 

 

 

 
 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, 
Creator of heaven and earth.  Because you gave Jesus Christ, your only Son, to be born for us; who, by the 
mighty power of the Holy Spirit, was made perfect Man of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; so that 
we might be delivered from the bondage of sin, and receive power to become your children. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Celebrant and People 
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The people stand or kneel. 

Then the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and, when we had fallen into sin 
and become subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus Christ, your only and eternal Son, to 
share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the God and Father of all. 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice 
for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had 
given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is 
given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, “Drink 
this, all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the 
forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 

  
 
The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 
Recalling his death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and 
drink of new and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, 
and serve you in unity, constancy, and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ. By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy 
Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
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And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, 
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those 
  who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory, 
 for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 
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Facing the people, the Celebrant says the following Invitation 
 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed on him in your hearts by faith, with 
thanksgiving. 

 
Communion Hymn(s):              Away in a Manger       Hymnal #101 

Arranged by John Ferguson 
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Communion Hymn(s):   What Child is This     Hymnal #115 
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Communion Hymn(s):               Silent Night       Hymnal #111 
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Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food 
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
  

Blessing  

 

Closing Hymn:          Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing     Hymnal #87 
(Please refer to the following page) 

 

 

Celebrant:   Let us go forth into the world; rejoicing in the power of the Spirit   
People:   Thanks be to God. 
   
 
Postlude              Bring a Torch, Janette Isabella    By Keith Chapman  
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Closing Hymn:          Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing     Hymnal #87 
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   CHRISTMAS FLOWERS        
 

 
“WHEN TOMORROW STARTS WITHOUT ME” 

Author, David M. Romano (adapted) 
 

When tomorrow starts without me,  
     And I’m not there to see,  
if the sun should rise and find your eyes    
     All filled with tears for me.     
 
I wish so much you wouldn’t cry 
     The way you did today, 
While thinking of the many things, 
     We didn’t get to say. 
 
I know how much you love me, 
     As much as I love you. 
And each time that you think of me, 
     I know you’ll miss me too. 
 
But when tomorrow starts without me, 
     Please try to understand, 
That an angel came and called my name, 
     And took me by the hand. 
 
And said my place was ready, 
     In heaven far above. 
And that I’d have to leave behind 
     All those I dearly love. 
 
I thought of all the yesterdays, 
     The good ones and the bad, 
I thought of all the love we shared, 
     And all the fun we had. 

If I could relive yesterday, 
     Just even for a while, 
I’d say good-bye and kiss you 
     And maybe see you smile. 
 
But then I fully realized, 
     That this could never be, 
For emptiness and memories, 
     Would take the place of me. 
 
But when I walked through heaven’s 
                  gates 
     I felt so much at home. 
When God looked down and smiled at 
                  me, 
     From his great golden throne. 
 
He said, “This is eternity, 
     And all I’ve promised you. 
Today your life on earth is past, 
     But here life starts anew. 
 
I promise no tomorrow, 
     But today will always last, 
And since each day’s the same way 
     There’s no longing for the past. 
 
So when tomorrow starts without me, 
     Don’t think we’re far apart, 
For every time you think of me, 
     I’m right here, in your heart. 
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    CHRISTMAS FLOWERS            
 
 
Bill & Peggy Abdallah in Memory of Loved Ones 
Shirley Bayus in memory of Cherished Family & Friends 
Mr. & Mrs.  Terry Beyor in Memory of Thomas & Ruth Mallory, Craig & Virginia  

Mallory,  Bernard, Hilda & Linda Beyor,  and Judy DeTomaso 
Kim Brown in Memory of Thomas & Mariana Brown 
James & George Crolick in Memory of Suzanne, Gladys, & George Crolick, Sr. 
Cathy Darby in Memory of John Darby Sr., Lawrence & Helen Todd, Ethel,  Fred 

 & Lawrence Darby, Damon & Mildred Todd 
Dorothy Dickman in Memory of Florence & Floyd Hendrick (Parents) 
Bennie & Jean Duckett in Memory of Peter, Stella, and Raymond Kanischak,  Ann  

& Benjamin Duckett and Marian O’Sullivan 
Toby & Elizabeth Emig-Rosekrans & family in Memory of David & Barbara Emig,  

Judy Trutschel, John & Pearl Seitz 
Anthony Gasparro Jr. in Memory of Betty Gasparro – Beloved Grandmother 
Kay Henry in Memory of Thomas & Marjorie Henry and Shirley Filiatreau 
Mary & Jim Kahn in Memory of Frances Fisher & Cornelia VanBortel 
Mr. & Mrs. John Komarisky in Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Raymond Bake and Mr. &  

Mrs. John Komarisky, Sr. 
Mr. & Mrs. Brian MacDavitt in Memory of George & Jeanne MacDavitt and Winslow  

& Joy Johnson 
Susan M. McNeill in Memory of Vera & Glenn Mosher, Lillian & Joseph Lusk,  

Patricia Mary Mosher, Warren Mosher, Dora Mosher 
Janet & Daniel Reiff in Memory of Cecelia & William Madej, Iono & Henry Reiff 
The Semenza Family in Memory of Loved Ones 
William & Kitty Shepard in Memory of Lou & Freda Shepard 
Joan Wilcynski in Memory of Debbie & Malcolm Goodette, John & Paul Wilcynski, Al 

 Golnick, Aubrey & Margaret Kline 
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